SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 31st OCTOBER 
2021 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............445 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on 
HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is 
relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded 
from the League website at www.sarl.org.za while the text bulletin can be down- 
loaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com/. To join the MailChimp 
bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 
THE RADAR CHALLENGE ON 6 NOVEMBER 


THE SOUTH AFRICAN MEGA CW QRS WEEK STARTING ON 14 NOVEM- 
BER 


and 
THE NOVEMBER 2021 RADIO ZS 
Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 


The RAE Team and the Council congratulate all the successful candidates of 
the October RAE. Well done and welcome on the air! 


THE RADAR CHALLENGE ON 6 NOVEMBER 


The third RaDAR Challenge for the year runs from 00:00 UTC to 23:59 UTC on 
Saturday 6 November 2021. The RaDAR operators define their own operating 
time schedule of a maximum, single period of four hours operation. The RaDAR 
Challenge is not considered to be a contest but an individual challenge with a 
low QSO count, thus activity is on all bands using CW, SSB, FM or any legal 
amateur radio digital mode including cross band contacts via amateur radio 
satellites. Participants are encouraged to have fun. Find all the rules on page 
101 of the 2021 Blue Book. 


FEEDBACK FROM THE IARU REGION 1 CONFERENCE AND WORK- 
SHOP 


The Shaping the Future’ Workshop came to an end on Saturday 23 October 
with the delegates looking at the core values of amateur radio and then formulat- 
ing the Core Purpose and determining the Overarching Goal. From this, eight 
strategic objectives were formulated. The Region 1 EC and Member Societies 


will now continue to work with the eight strategic objectives. Read more on 
page 9 of the November 2021 Radio ZS. 


The Closing Plenary of the Conference was held from 15:00 CAT on Sunday 
24 October. Nico, ZS6QL presented the report of Committee 2 (budget) to 
the delegates whereafter Don, G3BJ presented a summary of the work done 
during the workshop. The 2023 Region 1 General Conference will be held in 
Novi Sad in Serbia. The new Executive Committee was elected with Sylvain 
Azarian, F4GKR President, Hani Raad, OD5TE Vice-President, Mats Espling, 
SM6EAN Secretary, Andreas Thiemann, HB9JOE Treasurer and EC members 
Ahmad AlHoli, 9K2DB; Joerg Jaehrig, DJ3HW; Alessandro Carletti, IV3KKW; 
Lisa Leenders PA2LS and Oliver Tabakovski, Z32TO. 


The G2BVN Memorial trophy is awarded to a radio amateur who has best 
exemplified the work and dedication of Roy Stevens, G2BVN in international 
amateur radio. Dennis, ZS4BS was the chairman of the panel and announced 
that the recipients of the award are Ole Garpestad, LA2RR and Hans Blondeel 
Timmerman, PB2T. 


THE SOUTH AFRICAN MEGA CW QRS WEEK STARTING ON 14 NOVEM- 
BER 


This week, which runs from 04:00 UTC (06:00 CAT) on Sunday 14 November 
to 16:00 UTC (18:00 CAT) on Saturday 20 November, is exclusively geared 
towards the new guys coming up in the ranks and will be comfortable, with 
a minimum requirement of 8 wpm and not exceeding 12 wpm. The idea is to 
make as many contacts as you can within a 7 day calendar period, the goal 
is to log all contacts on the RaDAR Sport Log, proudly developed by Eddie, 
ZS6BNE www.radarops.co.za/zsportal. You will need a login PIN, which Eddie 
will gladly send you, in order to take part. 


CW must be sent using any paddle or any straight key, nothing more than 
12 wpm character speed or slower, to qualify to participate. You will need to 
declare in the comments column on the logging system what kind of key you 
used. The Radar system self generates the points. Encourage your friends to 
make use of the online logging system. 


Bands permissible during the activity are 40, 20 and 80 m. You may not work 
the same call sign more than ONCE on each band. Each day you start afresh, 
you can re-work the same amateurs you did the previous day. The exchange 
will be the standard CW formal exchange, so long as it is a real contact, your 
contact may also move into a full blown QSO if you like. 


THE WSJT-X DEVELOPMENT TEAM ANNOUNCE THE AVAILABILITY 
OF WSJT-X VERSION 2.5.1 


This release mainly contains improvements and repairs defects related to Q65 
and JT65 when used with non-standard and compound call signs. Those plan- 


ning to use Q65 or JT65 to make weak signal contacts involving a non-standard 
call sign should upgrade to this version. Also included is a new feature for mi- 
crowave aircraft scatter, as well as repairs for bugs detected since the general 
availability release of version 2.5.0. A complete listing of changes is available in 
the Release Notes. Links to WSJT-X 2.5.1 installation packages for Windows, 
Linux, and Mac are available. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
THE NOVEMBER 2021 RADIO ZS 


The November 2021 Radio ZS is available for download from the League web 
site. In this 88-page issue, you can read about the Region 1 Shaping the Future 
Workshop and Conference, the 2022 SARL National Convention and the story of 
UoSAT-1. We look at promoting Amateur Radio in your Club area and Louis, 
ZS6BD shows off his portable QO-100 station. The clock is turned back to 
1984 for some contesting hints and we visit the Slangkop Lighthouse. There are 
two articles about emergency communications, a look at Little Pistol Low-Band 
Antennas and more. 


THE RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN ”RADIO WAR” ON AND AROUND 7 055 KHZ 
CONTINUES 


That was the word from the International Amateur Radio Union Region 1 Moni- 
toring System (IARUMS). IARUMS Region 1 Coordinator Peter Jost, HB9CET, 
reports in the IARUMS September newsletter that the on-the-air conflict "has 
been bothering us to an unbearable extent for a very long time and is still con- 
tinuing.” Earlier this year, IARUMS reported that the Russian-Ukrainian radio 
war had escalated. "In June, they used more frequencies than before, affecting 
our bands very hard.” Jost recounted. "It is a great annoyance and a big shame.” 
Jost has pointed out that the IARU Monitoring System has little opportunity to 
stop the on-the-air conflict. “Only national authorities can hopefully do some- 
thing against international complaints,” he said. “It is very important and very 
helpful that many other [[ARU] member societies also observe these frequencies 
and make complaints to their regulators.” The long-standing conflict has also 
affected 7 050 and 7 060 kHz. 


CLUB NEWS 


On Sunday 7 November 2021, the Kempton Park Amateur Radio Technical 
Society will operate ZS6KTS and have a display of amateur radio equipment 
at the Aviation Museum, which is also the host, adjacent to Rand Airport in 
Germiston. The event runs from 10:00 to 14:00 CAT and admission is R40 for 
an adult and R25 for children 3 to 17 years old. To get there, turn at the traffic 
lights at SASOL on the corner of Russel Rd and Cachet Rd in Lambton and 
drive westwards towards the large aircraft tails which are visible. Park near 
building. 


The Mooirivier Amateur Radio Club in Potchefstroom held their Annual Gen- 
eral Meeting on 23 October 2021 and the following team were elected 


Chairman: Johan Bamberger, ZS6ZAC 

Vice Chairman: Wynand Byleveldt, ZS6WMB 
Secretary: Marius Koch ZS6MK 

Treasurer: Erica Byleveldt, ZS6ETB 
CONTEST NEWS 


Three logs were received for the AWA AM QSO Party held on 2 October 2021. 
Twelve stations were active. 


1st Johan van Zijl, ZS4DZ 
2nd Jerry van Zijl, ZS2TL 
3rd Stewart Clark, ZR6WT 


Five logs were received for the AWA SSB QSO Party held on 3 October 2021. 
Eighty-seven stations were active. 


1st Christo Avenant, ZS6CPA 

2nd Johan van Zijl, ZS4DZ 

3rd Jerry van Zijl, ZS2TL 

Congratulations to the top scorers. 

Eleven logs were received for the 80 metre QSO party held on 9 October. 
1st Gerhard Coetzee ZS3TG 160 points 

2nd Jadranko Davidonic ZS6DJA 140 points 

3rd Romeo Nardini ZS6ARQ 140 points 


A listener’s log was received from Phillip Fischer who netted 170 points. Well 
done Phillip and thank you for your log sheet. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at 
moderate levels. There are currently several active sunspot regions visible and 
there is a possibility of M or X-class flaring. If you want to do your own 
frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will 
be around 56. The 10 to 30 m bands will especially during the late afternoons 
provide some good DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za 
for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 


Today until midnight UTC — the CQ WW DX SSB contest 


4 and 5 November — the Taurids meteor showers 


6 November — the RaDAR Challenge and the Durban ARC meeting 
8 November — the West Rand ARC meeting 

11 November — Armistice Day 

11 to 14 November — the ZS18MOTH special call sign active 


13 and 14 November — the SARL VHF/UHF Analogue contest and the WAE 
RTTY contest 


14 to 20 November — the South African CW Mega QRS week 
16 November — the PEARS and Border ARC meetings 

17 November — the SARL 80 m Club Sprint 

17 and 18 November — the Leonids meteor shower 


20 November — the SARL Newbie contest and the Magalies and Highway ARC 
meetings 


27 November — the CQ WW DX CW Contest, the CTARC meeting and the 
West Rand Flea Market 


To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


The third RaDAR Challenge for the year runs from 00:00 UTC to 23:59 UTC 
on Saturday 6 November 2021. The RaDAR Challenge is not considered to be 
a contest but an individual challenge with a low QSO count, thus activity is on 
all bands using CW, SSB, FM or any legal amateur radio digital mode including 
cross band contacts via amateur radio satellites. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to be included in the bulletin should reach the news team no later 
than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 
gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


You have listened to a news bulletin written by Andy Cairns, ZS6ADY, proof- 
read by Paul Johnson, ZS1S and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


